
 

 

MIXED MOVEMENTS IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: SITUATION UPDATE 
November 2022 
 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH 

  
In November 20221, authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) recorded the irregular 
arrivals of 2,492 persons. The number of arrivals decreased by 50 per cent compared to the 
previous month (5,010) and increased by 179 per cent compared to November 2021 (893). 
The majority of new arrivals declared to be from Afghanistan (61%), Cuba (9%) and Iran 
(Islamic Republic of) (6%). Among those arrivals, 92 per cent (2,293) were issued an 
“Attestation of Expressed Interest in Asylum” (AISA). Since January 2022, a total of 24,813 
arrivals have been recorded in BiH.  

 
As of the last day of the reporting period, 1,745 migrants, asylum-seekers and refugees are 
accommodated in Temporary Reception Centres (TRCs) and other private and NGO-led 
shelters in BiH. This represents a decrease of 41 per cent compared to the last day of the 
previous reporting period, indicating that the movements are slowing down as the winter 
sets in. The map below depicts the distribution of beneficiaries in BiH as of 4 December 2022. 

 
1 Reporting period: from 7 November 2022 to 4 December 2022 
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CONTEXT ANALYSIS AND INTERAGENCY COORDINATION 
 

MIXED MOVEMENTS IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA THIS MONTH: 

 

• Since the Serbian Government suspended its visa-free agreement with Burundi late October, a sharp decrease in irregular 
arrivals from Burundi was recorded in BiH. For reference, in October 2022, 32 per cent of new arrivals declared to be from 
Burundi (1,610) while in November, arrivals from this country of origin dropped to only five per cent (113). 

• In November, 5,905 new registrations were recorded in all TRCs, representing a 50 per cent decrease compared to the 

previous month (10,617). As of 8 December, 246 migrants and asylum-seekers were present outside of official TRCs in BiH, 

representing the lowest total in 2022. Nevertheless, an increased number of women and girls victim of Gender Based 

Violence (GVB) was observed in BiH, in addition to new cases of family separation or abandonment. Between 1 January 

and 30 November, fourteen cases of abandoned children were registered in BiH.  

• Between 1 September and 15 November, data collected from interviews with 403 migrants in five key locations (Flow 
Monitoring Points) in Una Sana Canton show that 34 per cent of respondents entered BiH with a facilitator, 84 per cent of 
respondents have been pushed back to BiH at least once and 96 per cent of those who tried to cross the border into the 
EU stated that they would try again in the future. The top countries of intended destination are Germany (33%), Italy (31%), 
France (24%) and Belgium (9%). 

• During the reporting period, fourteen persons registered their asylum claims with the Sector for Asylum of the Ministry of 
Security (MoS), four Refugee Status Determination interviews were conducted (involving 6 persons), one person was 
granted subsidiary protection and five persons had their asylum claims rejected (3 cases). These decisions are not 
necessarily final and binding. As of 30 November, 81 asylum-seekers (53 cases) await processing and decision in BiH.  
 

INTERAGENCY COORDINATION: 

 

• During the Interagency Coordination meetings held on 7 and 12 November, discussions focused on preparing 
accommodations and services in TRCs for the winter season. Concrete actions have been taken such as the distribution of 
Non-Food Items (NFIs) kits and clothing for the winter, the launch of new infrastructure maintenance procedures and the 
installation of new or additional heating systems in all TRCs. Additionally, discussions focused on the new Contingency Plan 
for the Una Sana Canton adopted to provide clear guidance for all partners to swiftly react and to adapt services in case of 
high turnover.  

• During the Interagency Protection Coordination meetings held in TRCs November, discussions focused on the preparation 
of a Standard Operation Procedure in coordination with the Service of Foreigner’s Affairs (SFA), the Center for Social Work 
Bihać and World Vision for cases of family separation in the Una Sana Canton, in preparation for situations when children 
are left behind in the centers. As a part of mitigation measures, IOM incorporated information on risks related to family 
separation in the content of the Legal info sessions delivered weekly in TRCs. 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
 

• IOM – Key Flow Monitoring Points Report (Una Sana Canton)  

• UNHCR - BiH Operational update - November 2022 

• UNFPA - Monthly Operational Update – October/November 2022 

• UNICEF - Podrška i prijatelj kojem se djeca mogu povjeriti 

• SCI - Like a bridge across cultures: the work of cultural mediators in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

• DRC - Border Monitoring Factsheet for November 2022  

https://bih.iom.int/resources/iom-bosnia-and-herzegovina-key-flow-monitoring-points-report-una-sana-canton-01-september-15-november-2022
https://bih.iom.int/resources/iom-bosnia-and-herzegovina-key-flow-monitoring-points-report-una-sana-canton-01-september-15-november-2022
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/97595
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/97595
https://ba.unfpa.org/en/publications/humanitarian-response-bosnia-and-herzegovina-supporting-women-and-youth-20
https://ba.unfpa.org/en/publications/humanitarian-response-bosnia-and-herzegovina-supporting-women-and-youth-20
https://www.unicef.org/bih/pri%C4%8De/podr%C5%A1ka-i-prijatelj-kojem-se-djeca-mogu-povjeriti
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/wherever-we-go-someone-does-us-harm-violence-against-refugee-and-migrant-children-arriving-in-europe-through-the-balkans/
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/wherever-we-go-someone-does-us-harm-violence-against-refugee-and-migrant-children-arriving-in-europe-through-the-balkans/
https://pro.drc.ngo/media/5oodvhxk/2022_10_border-monitoring-factsheet.pdf
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IOM 
 

IOM provides assistance to beneficiaries in the TRCs during the 
registration process including translation services, information 
sharing and support for completing the necessary documents. 
During the reporting period, in TRC Ušivak, IOM Camp 
Coordination and Camp management (CCCM) team developed 
a new leaflet on the TRC admission process, with pictures to 
clearly indicate registration locations. The leaflet is available in 
Farsi/Dari, Urdu, French and Spanish. In TRC Borići, IOM 
established a new information and registration desk and 
appointed two registration focal points to ensure a more 
efficient registration process. 
 
On 19 November, IOM and SFA organized activities to mark the 
one-year anniversary of TRC Lipa. In the past year, thanks to the 
MoS of BiH leadership and the SFA coordination, TRC Lipa has 
provided accommodation, food, NFIs, health services and social 
activities to more than 7,000 migrants and asylum-seekers in 
need of humanitarian assistance.  

 

In November, IOM conducted 140 migrants’ skills assessments 

to understand residents' educational background and interest 

in trainings and recreational activities. In total, more than 1,000 

skills assessments have been completed since July 2022, 

providing key information to increase migrants’ participation 

and quality, safe and responsive services in TRCs. The 

assessments are conducted by the IOM Protection and Mental 

Health and Psychosocial Support Services and contribute to the 

overall Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP) framework 

of IOM in BiH.  

In coordination with Caritas and local NGO Alternativa, IOM 

supported the integration of one asylum-seeking migrant 

family that was accommodated in TRC Ušivak into the local 

community in Kakanj municipality, where they were provided 

with a sustainable housing solution. In this context, IOM 

provides support through identification processes, 

coordination with relevant partners, and information provision 

to family members, applying protection principles before, 

during and after the integration within the local community. 
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UNHCR 
 

Joint information sessions were initiated between IOM and 
UNHCR, together with its partner Vaša Prava BiH, in the four 
TRCs. Participants were informed about international 
protection and integration opportunities in BiH, as well as 
about the risks they may face in further irregular movements. 
Following the sessions, several individuals approached Vaša 
Prava BiH’s lawyers for complementary legal counselling.  

 

With support from UNHCR’s partner the Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Women's Initiative (BHWI), an asylum-seeker 
from Burundi residing in TRC Ušivak joined the football club 
Jaguar where he plays as goalkeeper with other local players, 
which proves to be a successful example of social cohesion. 

 

BHWI assisted with the enrolment of a refugee child in a local 
Sarajevo kindergarten. Prior the enrolment, BHWI provided 
psychosocial support to the parents to empower them in the 
process of preparing for a new phase of their lives. BHWI was 
also present with the parents for the first kindergarten day to 
provide support and social mentoring.  

 

UNHCR and its partners collaborated with UN Women for the 
organization of the 16 Days of Activism campaign, which aims  
to educate about sexual violence and contribute to reduction 
of violence against women. In November, two info corners 
were held in Banja Luka and Bihać, where experts discussed 
with citizens about sexual violence, how to recognize it, report 
it, and what are the protection mechanisms available. In these 
two cities, legal experts from Vaša Prava BiH were present 
while BHWI contributed to the preparation of the campaign. 
BHWI notably organized workshop “How I see violence”, 
where 13 women from Ukraine, Turkey, Yemen and Pakistan 
shared their experiences. Discussions proved to be insightful 
with some participants stating it was their first-time learning 
about some forms of violence, especially psychological 
violence. 
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UNICEF 
 

UNICEF and World Vision supported children from TRC Ušivak 
in accessing preparatory programs in schools. In Una-Sana 
Canton, children had the opportunity to attend vocational 
training courses for barber, chef, IT technician and electrician 
in two schools. The activity reached 59 Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children (UASC) in TRC Borići and 17 UASC received 
their certification in Highschool Centre Hadžić. Additionally, 
141 children received some form of non-formal education, 
including language learning with the Akelius Digital Language 
course in TRCs and schools.  

 
UNICEF is supporting formal education of children in TRC Borići 
by providing school backpacks, supplies and learning support. 
UNICEF supported 29 Ukrainian refugee children in Medugorje 
in accessing education opportunities in one primary school 
through Ukrainian distance learning platforms and by providing 
non-formal education, school backpacks and supplies. 

 
Workshops at mother-baby corners focused on proper and 
healthy diet especially in cases of TYPE 1 diabetes, oral hygiene 
and counselling of breastfeeding women. 

 
UNICEF secured sufficient quantities of winter NFI (jackets, 
shoes, tracksuits, socks, hats/scarves/gloves). The first 
distribution is planned in December in TRCs Ušivak and Borići 
and will continue in upcoming months, aiming to reach all 
children accommodated in TRCs. 

 
The UNICEF/WV legal guardians provided support to separated 
children. UNICEF organized and facilitated meetings with SFA, 
CSW Bihać and IOM to discuss and consider the best course of 
action in cases of family separation. In November, 13 UASC girls 
benefited from the appointment and support of a legal 
guardian accommodated in TRCs Borići and Ušivak.  
 
On 8 November UNICEF organized the Una Sana Canton Child 
Protection Working Group meeting. The discussions focused on 
the protection of children on the move, especially 
unaccompanied girls. 
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 UNFPA 
 

UNFPA's Regional Director for Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, Ms. Florence Bauer visited TRC Ušivak to learn more 
about UNFPA’s work in TRCs and the scope of support 
available for affected populations.  

 
In addition to regular GBV supportive activities, high 
emphasis by UNFPA GBV experts was placed on inclusion of 
survivors in psychosocial services. In TRCs, UNFPA marked 
the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women and  kicked off the “16 Days of Activism against 
Gender-Based Violence” campaign with a series of activities 
with residents and humanitarian personnel, raising 
awareness and strengthening participation in prevention and 
response to GBV. Continuing and improving good practices in 
the field of protection of young men, UNFPA teams in 
coordination with SFA/IOM, supported and accommodated 
newly arrived young men in TRC Blažuj and Lipa Green Zones.  

 
 
UNFPA continuously monitored Green Zones, and with the 
support of the SFA/IOM, joint timely response to perceived 
challenges and needs constantly improved the living 
conditions.  
 
UNFPA Mental Health and Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) 
activities addressed symptomatology related to post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, problems in 
partner relationships, parenting challenges and feelings of 
helplessness and loss. UNFPA MHPSS Expert in TRC Borići 
held group sessions with young mothers through the Young 
Mothers Club during which young mothers spoke about 
parenting, positive and negative reinforcements necessary in 
raising children.  
 
In marking “No Shave November”, the UNFPA SRH experts 
implemented sessions on important topics; “Testicular 
cancer” and “Prostate cancer” for young male participants.  
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DRC 
 

In Sarajevo and Bihać, during the reporting period, DRC 
organized a training course “Understanding, Identification 
and Care of Sexual Violence Victims in Humanitarian 
Context” to improve the quality of services provided by DRC 
and Red Cross Society of BiH to victims of sexual violence (SV) 
in BiH.  

 
The overall objective of the course was to establish a 
common understanding of SV by analyzing root causes, 
contributing and risk factors and consequences of SV. 
Additionally, the training course provided a platform to 
present the scope of SV in the world and in the humanitarian 
context, to brief on basic medical care available to victims 
and to discuss participants personal beliefs about SV. A 
specific segment was dedicated to the Prevention of Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA).  

 
DRC co-partner Médecins du Monde (MdM): 

General symptomatology for the month of November: 

feeling nervous, restless, or tense, sleeping problems, 

excessive worrying and psychoactive substance abuse.  

To promote the importance of mental health and to 

strenghten social cohesion among local and migrant 

population, MdM BiH is organizing second exhibition of 

unique works of migrants named Migrations: traces left 

behind. This exhibtion is financially supported by IOM BiH, 

through the Social Cohesion Project. Exhibition is planned to 

be opened in Sarajevo, in the Historic Museum, on December 

10th – the day of Human Rights.  
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SCI 
 

In coordination with the BiH authorities, Save the Children 
Outreach teams across the country support children out of 
reception centers through the adapted case management 
system, developed in line with the Steps to Protect common 
approach.  
 
Save the Children held a Child Safeguarding training for all 
partner organizations in TRC Blažuj to raise awareness about 
Child Protection and to contribute to a stronger referral pillar 
on Child Protection.  
 
Save the Children chaired the Child Protection Working 
Group in Tuzla Canton. Relevant state institutions, UN 
agencies, and non-Government organizations discussed child 
protection interventions, vulnerability criteria, and 
comprehensive support to UASC. 

 
In partnership with Save the Children, in front of the Center 
for Social Welfare, legal guardians continued to provide 
support to UASC identified in Velika Kladuša. 
 
From 7 to 11 November, in Elementary School “Harmani I” in 
Bihać, children from TRC Borići along with the girls from local 
elementary schools participated in a joint educational and 
creative workshop organized in the framework of the Pippy 
of Today project implemented by Save the Children and the 
Ministry of Education of Una-Sana Canton. With Save the 
Children support, one child was formally enrolled in a regular 
class in the Elementary School “Harmani I” in Bihać. 
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